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“ You're heading for awooden box and @ hole in the ground.”
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Mike and the crew le
packing enough supplies to last ¥ &7 % I b 4 ) S ; b 4
them the journey. On the march ’F &, B A 1s- 8 >4k : . /
they gradually grew weaker A@%@ ' 3 r &7 w Zle o o
and weaker until they were [Te=% : :
almost collapsing when they

staggered into Dog Elbow five
days later.
s

> g %7 | UNDERSIDE OF A SNAKE.
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IVY! WHAT YOU BEEN DOING

heard of @ man who had cured himself.

The crew were mighty scared at Doc’s

‘ o
‘fNext morning, Mike had a terrible headache,. ;i : : sce
i : . | HERE'S A MIRROR,CAPN, = |pronouncement and asked if there was o
i x HORNED TOADS AND POISONED ; TAKE A LOOK, ;“) TN, cure; After a Wh“ep Doc admitted he hﬂd once
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TO YOUR FACE, CAP'N? IT'S
ALL BLOTCHED LIKE THE

CRAMPHARN'S HIS NAME, AND HE LIVES AT DOG
ELBOW. IF YOUBOYS HIT THE TRAIL RIGHT NOW,
SOME OF YOU MIGHT REACH DOG ELBOW INt
TIME TO BE CURED, I'LL STAY HERE WITH THE
BOAT, SEEING AS | CAUGHT A MILD FORM OF IT
TWO YEARS AGO AND I'M IMMUNE NOW,
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“JUMPING SNAKES! WHAT'S

WRONG WITH ME, DOC? ) / ( ;

MIKE, ME POOR FELLER, YOU'VE
GOT THE PURPLE MURRAIS, RIGHT
NOW YOU'RE HEADING FOR A
\ WOODEN BOX AND A HOLE
2y IN THE GROUND, YOU, AND

WHAT? ['M NOT FEELING
SO GOOD EITHER.

"\ THE REST OF THE LADS, TOO.

1S CRAMPHARN ARQUND? FIND
‘2 HIMQUICK, WE NEED HELPBAD,
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YOU GOTTA TELL US HOW YOU
CURED YOURSELF,YOU JUST
GOTTA SAVE US.
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More than a year later, Mike was
chartered to take a cargo to a Mr

Henderson at Gcr:::k Meadows, Bitter relatives from the East and started sheep farming in a big way. Mike got |,
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P'LL BET YOU TWENTY DOLLARS
THESE BLOTGHES AIN'T
NOTHING BUT PURPLE DYE,

Three days later they were back at the river. <&
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THAT'S RIGHT, NONE OF YOU BOYS
HAVE COME OUT IN THEM. WE'VE
BEEN DIDDLED,BOYS. I'LL GIVE 1
DOC PURPLE MARRAIS WHEN |
GET MY HANDS ON HIM,

THE LOW DOWN SMAKE IN THE
‘GRASS HAS GONE AND HE'S
TAKEN MY BOAT WITH HIM. ===
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DY HA! HA! WELCOME BA

,_TO THE LAND OF THE
LIVING !

LIKE A

Mike told the sfor-ekeeper his story, but Crampharn enly
looked more and more puzzled.

B Jk A1 — A4 ‘ WELL, MR FINK, | CAN'T HELP
s || - _ ; N YOU. 1 AIN'T NEVER HEARD
) el . OF PURPLE MARRAIS, AND | &

. = - T3 : A% ) /\  DON'T RECKON THERE'S ANY /]
SUCH DISEASE,

For weeks afterwards Mike
vowed to skin Dec alive, and
7 inquired about him at every
4 port of call on the river. But
as the weeks turned into
months and there was no
ik MIKETE /)l sign of Dac, Mike gradually
Ry S cooled down, :

with a flatboat which he knocked down to build a cabin. Then he sent for his

his keelboat quickly underway and went visiting.

< MIGHTY PROSPEROUS SPREAD YOU'VE \——v
GOT HERE, MR HENDERSON, |
NEVER KNEW THIS PART HAD BEEN
OPENED UP SO MUCH, GOT 3

FELLER BY THE NAME OF 17

HE SETTLED HERE ABOUT pae

MY, OH MY, IF IT AIN'T CAP'N
B FINK, COME RIGHT ASHORE,

™ BUT LEAVE YOUR GUNS ABOARD,
THESE FOLK'S O' MINE HATE
VIOLENCE AND ARE ALWAYS
NERVOUS WHEN THEY SEE
GUNS THAT THEY AIN'T . _J
HOLDING THEMSELVES. |-*
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SIMPSON, DOC SIMPSOR.,

Under Mike’s 'questioning, Henderson revealed that Simpson had arrived wfg%

_ DOC, YOU OLD SCALLYWAG,
I LEARNED A LESSON THAT TIME
BUT 1 DON'T/BEAR NO GRUDGE,




