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This short tale is based on a short sci-fi story by Howard Fast, The Cold, Cold Box. It is
well worth reading if you can track a copy down. Although the story is currently out of print.  (Fast is also
the author of Spartacus which was filmed with Kirk Douglas in the lead role.)  And it looks as though his
work hasn’t been re-printed much since his stories were originally published. This might have to do with
the fact that Fast had a socialist / communist outlook on life. He spent three months in prison, courtesy of
the House Committee on Un-American Activities.

The Cold, Cold Box tale is set in an auditorium at some point in the future where members of a
corporation meet every year to discuss company business. Each year before they discuss business
matters they have to make a decision on another matter. A very important matter. Each year before they
take a vote they listen to the events that led up to the necessity of taking this vote. The reader finds
themselves sitting in this auditorium, in the role of a new member of this corporation. And we listen,
as do all of the other members to the Chairman outlining the matter. Then the vote has to be taken.
Which way would you vote?

This story explains how the Robotic Guard came to being in power in an alternative Earth.
This being a one build set, the actual shooting was fairly quick after the lengthy set up period of
arranging of the lighting. I was a bit alarmed in viewing the photographs that the views were too dark.
But after being in the photo-shop, I think the results are not too bad. I wanted the control room to be
dark, but not too dark that people, the set couldn’t be seen.

The Guard’s tie is yellow, to indicate that this Guard is from a parallel Earth.  The Robotic Guard though
wears a dark red tie, similar to our Earth’s Guard, possibly to help his thinking processes in trying to
understand how our Guard thinks and works.

The main challenge for this shoot was in how to create an icy Lego dome that covers the trolley. I
did think of using photo-shop to create the ice, but felt that would be a lot of work. So instead I placed
two transparent domes in the freezer and left them for a couple of days. After which I was sure, I would
take out domes encrusted in ice. Sadly not. But I found that the condensation that formed once they were
taken out of the freezer, prevented the Guard from being seen under the dome. The condensation though
didn’t last very long. So began a lengthy period of going backwards and forwards between freezer and the
room the scene was being shot in. Once one dome’s condensation began to disappear, it was replaced with
the second dome from the freezer.

This is one of the things I like about creating this strip.  The solving of challenges I face in telling these
stories.


